
 

XV/58 
 

58. Cretarhabdus octofenestratus Bralower in Bralower et al. (1989) 
 

 

 
Pl. III, figs 1-6 

 
1975 Retecapsa angustiforata Black, 1971 in Grün and Allemann, p. 173,pl. 4, figs. 1-3. 
 
Description: Elliptical coccolith with two shields composed of elements which are 

imbricated slightly dextrally. The distal shield contains two cycles of elements, a wide 
proximal cycle and a narrow distal cycle. The proximal shield consists of one cycle of 
elements. The ratio of the width of the central area to the minimum diameter of the 
distal shield is less than one third. The central area consists of two massive, fibrous 
buttresses which parallel the major axes of the ellipse and contain a solid spine at their 
junction. Four subsidiary diagonal buttresses separate the central area into eight 
windows. 

Differential diagnosis: Cretarhabdus octofenestratus is differentiated from Cretarhabdus 
angustiforatus (Black, 1971) by its smaller width ratio (less than 0.33). These species are 
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differentiated from other cretarhabdid species by the central area structure. Cretarhabdus 
surirellus (Deflandre, 1954) has a single cycle of more than eight windows (e.g. Plate III, 
Fig. 17). Cretarhabdus conicus Bramlette and Martini, 1964 has over one cycle of more 
than eight windows or perforations (e.g. Plate III, Figs. 12-15). Cretarhabdus 
schizobrachiatus (Gartner, 1968) has a single cycle of eight windows of irregular size. The 
four windows closest to the central buttress are large and circular whereas the four 
windows situated close to the end of the major axis are small and often slit-shaped (e.g. 
Plate III, Fig. 16). 

Holotype: {1112-8], (A 1104), distal view, Plate III, Fig. 1-3. 
Isotype: [1078-2], (A 1105), proximal view, Plate III, Fig. 6. 
Dimensions: Distal shield 6.7x5.7 µm to 7.6x6.4 µm; central area 3.3x1.9 µm to 3.6x2.1 µm. 

Proximal shield 7.5x6.2 µm to 8.2x6.6 µm. 3 distal views, 2 proximal views measured. 
Type locality: BGS Core 81/43, Sample 4639, North Sea. 
Distribution: Western N. Atlantic, North Sea, Tethys. 
Known range: Lower Berriasian (CMI8n) to Cenomanian. 
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